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Editor’s Column 


Arts, Culture, and 
Muffled Voices 


This month’s issue speaks to arts and culture as it relates to the Canadian 
GLBT experience. The activism of the past should not go unnoticed or unsung, 
and the voice(s) that continue to deliver key messages through a wide variety of 
media today, should also be trumpeted. 


Whether it’s from the visual arts perspective or the well-crafted written word, 
inspirational or motivational in its lyric and song, or all-encompassing with a 
multimedia format, the messages of today are not so unlike those of our more 
“active” past. 


The only real measurable difference between then and now is the level of support 
given to Canadian arts and culture initiatives of any sort, let alone those that are 
GLBT specific. 


The GLBT projects seem to have even tighter criteria when it comes to being 
considered a “project of value.” 


It’s not that | believe that the Federal Conservatives continually position 
themselves in order to restrain or minimize the GLBT community’s voice. However, 
moves like appointing a long-time Conservative, who is openly anti-gay, to Canada’s 
Immigration and Refugee Board, make me wonder. Doug Cryer, former director of 
policy for the Evangelical Fellowship of Canada, who has publicly defended the 
right of churches to denounce homosexuality, was recently appointed by 
Immigration Minister Jason Kenney to that very board. This is a board that makes 
decisions on refugee status, in some situations, on the grounds that a person 
fears injury or death in their home country because they are known to be 
homosexual. 


Hopefully, this is not yet another example of the “Canadian Culture” the Tories 
would see us building for the future. Just seems like an odd appointment to me— 
or, at least, that’s the way | see it anyway. 


The Gym: Work Out or Cruise Out - February 2009 


lam extremely disappointed with the article “The Gym: Workout or Cruise Out?” 
{[March, 2009]. Gays have become a group of morally bankrupt individuals and to 
sum it up, many in the name of freedom, want to f**k anywhere possible and anytime 
possible. Freedom for the “Gay of Today” is having the right to fuck in parks, at the 
gym and yes, | have even seen it done in the daytime in public on the street. | think 
many gays are missing the point. 


Freedom is not having the right to f**k anywhere one wishes, freedom is the 
ability to control one self and not become a total slave to his body or urges. Don’t get 
me wrong, | am not a prude. | frequent bathhouses, clothes optional beaches and 
have sex parties but at least | don’t harass dudes at the gym. | remember being 
harassed by gays when in the change rooms and other gays have complained about 
the same too. It was frustrating for me to see the public washrooms in the vicinity of 
my home closed due to gay cruising. | often go to the pool and where | swim, many 
straights avoid the change room altogether as to keep out of reach of the predatory 
gays that harass them. Enjoy the bodies but please be more discreet. Instead of 
worrying about change room attendants, get a life and try to develop your social 
skills. | am glad that many straights don’t understand or are not familiar with gay 
culture. It would be a dirty shame and embarrassment. My recommendation to 
George—move, if Sudbury is killing you sexually! 


Randy S. 
Toronto 


You make some valid points here, Randy. We also need to remember that it’s often 
men who would never identify themselves as gay who cruise in the places you 
mention, and that not all members of the gay community engage these activities, 
or are “morally bankrupt”. Chacun a son goat! 
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tw) Letters 
D4 to the Editor 


Send letters to editor@outlooks.ca, or by mail to Outlooks 
#1B, 1230A 17 Avenue SW, Calgary, AB Canada T2T OB8, 
or by Fax: (403) 228-7735 


Milk the Movie — Spring 2009 
Dear Editor, 


I think Milk, the movie, is important. It is educational and in its way, entertaining. 
It is interesting to consider the impact of both Milk and Brokeback Mountain with 
regard to their timing and what they say to and about homosexuals. 


There should be no question that Harvey Milk was a great person, and inspired 
many people. But it does not take away one iota from him and his co-workers to 
point out that this is true of many others, including Harry Hay, Don Slater, Dorr Legg, 
Jim Kepner, Frank Kameny, Del Martin, Phyllis Lyon, Barbara Grier, Barbara Gittings, 
and more. 


Such people had been preparing the way for Stonewall and Harvey Milk since the 
early 1950s. 


Now, only time can tell if the people running “No on 8” had learned anything from 
the “No on 6” people, or if new times needed new tactics. 


If young people come away from Milk feeling good and hopeful, will they join an 
organization to continue Harvey’s work? Or do they think, despite anti-gay marriage 
victories, that “Milk did it, so we can just enjoy our freedoms?” 


Further, do we abandon the rest of the nation to religious bigots except the blue 
states and urban areas? Do we abandon the churches to the bigots? And is it 
possible that many people, seeing and feeling the pain of the men of Brokeback 
Mountain might finally come to a better understanding of what society has done to 
homosexuals? 


As entertainment perhaps Milk is better, [but] as education, I’m not sure. | have 
no doubt that both will influence everyone, even those who don’t bother to see the 
films. Moreover, does it do any good to tell someone that they should see them? 


Billy G. 


We can only hope that both these movies will raise awareness of the realities of 
lives lived, and that others will take our recommendations to view them. We neglect 
our history at our peril. ed. 


Where’s the B? - March 2009 


I’m so glad to see that Andrea’s article that was published in March’s issue. | 
hope to see more writings from fellow lesbians and bisexuals. | myself am bisexual 
and | get a lot of flack from my friends who don’t understand that | can have the best 
of both worlds, and NOT be confused about my own sexuality. | like to think of it more 
as ‘sexual’ in general. | have two children, and one of my boys was deliberately 
conceived between me and my best guy friend who is also bisexual. My other boy 
was conceived with my late husband who is no longer in the picture. | hope to raise 
both of my boys with my current lover and will not be ashamed to have Outlooks on 
my coffee table every month. | will encourage my boys to live a life of honest and 
healthy sexuality and, despite their choices, they will always be loved. | would like to 
send a special thanks to Andrea for illustrating my shared opinion. 


Thanks so much 


Sue L. 
Waterloo, QC 


Thanks for your letter, Sue. The more we hear from folks such as yourself, and 
realize that there are multiple ways to compose one’s life, the better for all of us! 
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Our employees must be nice people with strong values. Talent can be 
developed in good people, but character cannot be learned. 


Employees must be empowered to identify customer's needs. Staff must always remember that the 
customer in front of them is actually their mother! 


Keeping good people on staff is crucial. Customers trust someone who knows them by name. Recognizing 
and rewarding those employees keeps them motivated and happy within the organization. 


A culture of decency, respect and professionalism creates satisfied customers. 
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Queerly Canadian Film Fests at a Glance 


April 24-26, 2009 
The Fest: London Lesbian Film Festival 


City: London, Ontario 
Years Running: 17 years 


www.Ilff.ca 


May 14-24, 2009 
The Fest: InsideOut Toronto Lesbian 


‘The 
B ick 
Bistro 


and Gay Film and Video Festival 
City: Toronto, Ontario 
Years Running: 19 years 
www.insideout.on.ca 


The mothership of all queer film 
festivals in Canada, the InsideOut 
festival doesn’t necessarily have 
a “hook” or niche but rather is best 
known for showing, well, just 
about everything under the queer 
umbrella of quality. With the 
luxury of multiple large venues 
over ten days, the GLBTTQ giant 
offers something for everyone and 
then some. 


InsideOut offers the $5,000 
Mark S. Bonham Scholarship for 
Queer Studies in Film and Video 
every year to individuals who 
identify as LGBTTI and are taking 
undergraduate studies in the field 
of film and/or video that relate to 
the cultural expression of queer 
individuals or fields that educate 
the mainstream community about 
queer lives or issues. I 
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INSIDE OUT 


TORONTO LGBT FILM AND VIDEO FESTIVAL 


blue aardvark 


May 28-June 6, 2009 
The Fest: FairyTales International Queer Diversity Film Festival 
Years Running: 11 years 
City: Calgary, Alberta 
Festival & Programming Director: Matt Salton 
www. fairytalesfilmfest.com 


This ten-day film and video festival, nestled in 
the heartland of conservative Canada, is probably 
best known for its dedication to its artists, charging 
no submission fees, and a guarantee that every 
artist is paid either a screening or artist fee once 
their work is selected. The festival takes pride in 
its ambitious panel discussions with visiting 
filmmakers from across Canada that attract a great 
deal of media attention from the more liberal 
media. Lively discussions and dissemination of 
issues raised by the screenings are almost as 
enthusiastic as their nightlife socials, where you 
might find the likes of Lukas Blaak riding a 
mechanical bull or John Caffery breakdancing ata 
gay rodeo ho-down. The festival also has a large 
community movie lending library and a “Reels on 
Wheels” program that brings queer film to rural 
Alberta towns. 


August 13-23, 2009 
The Fest: Out On Screen Vancouver Queer Film Festival 
The City: Vancouver, BC 
Years Running: 21 years 


www.outonscreen.com 


Eleven fun-filled days of queer 
film and video at the longest- 
running queer film festival in 
Canada, and Vancouver's second- 
largest film festival in a city that 
thrives on film and video 
production. The festival is known 
for balancing its glossy, pop- 
corn flicks with a multitude of 
subversive selections that 
challenge and engage audiences. 
The new appointment of edge- 
worthy filmmaker and perform- 
ance artist Amber Dawn as [® 
Director of Programming should 
make for an exciting line-up of film 
and video works for 2009. The 
addition of including an artist-in- 
residence during the festival (last 
year’s feminist artist Coral Short 
was a blast interacting with movie- 
goers) creates an even livelier 
atmosphere than usual. Their “Out 
in Schools” program is an excellent 
community outreach opportunity 
for the festival to exhibit 
educational film and video to local schools. The festival has also initiated their Queer 
History Project which will create a lasting body of work that celebrates queer life and 
culture—past, present and future—by selecting 20-minute long films that will screen 
each year at the festival and then compiled to be screened together in 2011. Ij 
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Food glorious food! This is one of the 
main reasons | choose to travel the world. 
You can learn so much about a country, 
its people and its culture by sampling the 
local delicacies. It’s not always for the 
faint of heart, but it always delivers an 
opportunity to experience the real 
world. Now, there are always some 
safety practicalities to consider, such 
as drinking only from bottled or secure 
water sources. It is equally important 
to know that the food is being prepared 
under safe, hygienic conditions. Your 
tour guides are probably the best 
source for pointing you in the right 
direction,especially in developing 
countries. Since they travel regularly 
through these regions, they know where 
to go and what to eat. So, follow their 
lead and you will be pleasantly surprised. 


On a recent trip through Northern 
Thailand, we spent an entire day in a 
cooking class in Chiang Mai. This is 
probably one of the best ways to get an 


‘ 
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authentic experience and understanding 
of local cooking. The day starts with a 
visit to a market to learn about the 
produce, spices, herbs and meats 
available in Thai cuisine. Fresh and 
fragrant ingredients are selected, and 
we are then off to learn how to prepare a 
typical Thai meal. Now, we’re not talking 
three courses here. You actually learn 
how to make a variety of courses 
including, of course, Pad Thai and Tom 
Yum Soup. The instructor first Shows you 
how to prepare the ingredients, and then 
you take charge and create your own 
meal. In a word: delicious! Who knew 
cooking Thai was so much fun? Course 
after course is demonstrated and 
prepared, and you leave with a real 
sense of accomplishment and an 
understanding of what great Thai food is 
all about. 


Having this first-hand knowledge of 
the local cuisine makes it that much 
easier to make your way through local 
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restaurants and markets. You’ll know 
what to look for and what to order. A good 
tip is to check out where the locals are 
eating. If you want a real sense of great 
food, then eat like a local. The busier the 
restaurant with locals, the better the food 
is likely to be, and it’s probably quite 
inexpensive. This holds true for almost 
any restaurant in the world. 


Travelling through Europe and knowing 
how to eat on the cheap is sometimes a 
challenge but the same principal, as 
above, holds true. Eat like a local and 
you will avoid the tourist traps. In most 
western European countries, it is 
customary to have a light breakfast— 
continental of course. No heavy, hot 
American breakfasts here. Go light in the 
morning with some bread and cheese, a 
croissant and a piece of fruit. Lunch is 
always on the go! And by “on the go,” | 
mean that you can easily pick up a 
baguette and cold meats from a local 
baker and butcher and create your own 


by Robert Sharp 


little picnic. If you feel like you need a jolt 
of coffee, order at the bar and enjoy the 
coffee standing up. As soon as you sit 
down at a table you, will pay more, and 
that’s typically where you will find the 
tourists. Europeans, especially in the 
Mediterranean countries of Spain and 
Italy, eat quite a late dinner. So, if you 
don’t want to stand out like a sore thumb, 
be prepared to eat past 10 p.m. This 
might sound strange; but, if you want to 
eat like a local, then show up late and 
enjoy a late dinner. 


Dining throughout the world, whether 
you’re in Thailand or Italy, is a social event. 
It brings people together to laugh, share 
and learn. Take the opportunity to learn 
more about a people, their food and 
culture by stepping away from the typical 
guidebook recommended restaurants 
and venturing into local cafes, bars, 
bistros and stalls to sample food, glorious 
food. It’s what travel is all about! Jj 
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The Art of 
Changing 
Perceptions 


Our world is changing—evidenced 
through the recent financial crisis, the 
advent of equality through gay marriage, 
school programs promoting tolerance and 
acceptance, and the election of Barack 
Obama, the first black President of the 
United States. [The election of] Obama, 
made possible through the tireless efforts 
of people like Martin Luther King, Jesse 
Jackson, and Spike Lee, changed the way 
black men were seen in society. With the 
recent release of a film on Harvey Milk, 
one wonders if the gay community moved 
beyond the activism of change into the 
mainstream, or, are we now just bit 
players in a straight society? 


Artists, playwrights, filmmakers and 
musicians have had the public’s eyes and 
ears since we collectively began drawing 
on cave walls, challenging the world 
around them to do, and be, better. In 
Canada, arts collective General Idea took 
on HIV, while the disease devastated its 
members. Does that culture still exist? 
What are the new subjects of our 
collective activism? 


Checking in with a few of Canada’s 
leading activists, including Toronto 
playwright and director Sky Gilbert and 
visual artist Stephen Andrews, along with 
a few other gay artists, could provide 


Self Portrait, Andy Fabo 


some answers. What | found were artists 
who were exploring their identity in the 
world with a concern about a new 
generation with no (gay) identity at all. 


Mr. Gilbert believes, in many respects 
regarding gay activism, that, “It’s over. 
AIDS killed it. Not so much the deaths, as 
the fact that men got so frightened and 
felt that they only way to escape disease 
was to escape calumny by being good 
little fags and not opposing the 


Bra, Daryl Vocat 


by Ben Benedict 


So what are the issues today? Where 
are the activists raising our voice, not only 
to the world but also to the gay community 
itself who often won't get involved even if 
it involves them directly? Who is 
challenging the status quo and the 
stereotypes of gayness—perpetuated in 
media everywhere like a lousy joke at our 
expense? 


Toronto artist Daryl Vocat, a rising star 
in the printmaking world, believes that, 


As long as gays pretend that their 
culture is like straight culture, they 
will ignore what’s really going on 


in gay culture 


mainstream, and by trying to be 
conservative. Gay men want acceptance 
these days, at any cost. This is a big 
problem. The gay novel is dead, gay 
bookstores are closing. It has been hard 
since | left Buddies, because people don’t 
read gay novels or go to gay plays the way 
they used to.” 


Stephen Andrews, who acknowledges 
that homophobia still exists, hopes that 
we haven’t accepted HIV as a fact of life. 


“The epicentre of the HIV crisis has 
moved off shore; but, its stigma still exists 
here. There are people working to address 
the issue and how it impacts the current 
rise in Seroconversion,” he says. “Most of 
the people in my world are engaged with 
working for change. For me, change is a 
real possibility. Current events have 
always informed my work. | often find 
inspiration in the daily newspaper and try 
to find ways to personalize the political. | 
have been living with AIDS since the ‘80s; 
so it has been simple to see how the 
social impacts the self—an object lesson, 
really. 
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“Activism is still pretty important, but its 
desires have changed a lot since the idea 
of gay liberation came about. In a way, it 
can seem more fractured because not 
everyone is rallying together under the 
umbrella of being gay. | feel that change 
is often small and personal. If we are 
thinking in huge, broad strokes, it can 
easily feel like nothing is happening; but, 
when we share our stories and 
experiences with the people in our lives, 
and live honestly and openly, it can get 
conversations started. While we might 
have legal same-sex marriage, | don’t 
think it means much if persons can’t be 
out at work or to their families.” 


Mr. Gilbert views the change as 
generational—those who fought the battles 
as opposed to those who are basking in 
ignorance—as to how we got here. 


Artists my age are still concerned with 
identity; but, | think, generally speaking, 
younger gay artists say things like ‘I’m an 
artist first, and what does my sexuality 
matter?’ “| think there are still some drag 
artists out there, and some political 


artists; but, as in all conservative times 
(i.e., the fifties), it is the gender warriors 
who are forced to be political, because 
they stand out. If you want to find the real 
radicalism, you have to start thinking 
beyond gay. Trans-people are political 
because they have to be, because they 
are so far from acceptance at this point. 
Young gay artists don’t want to be out 
anymore, and certainly don’t want to 
focus on their identity or the idea that 
being gay is different from being straight.” 


While we all try to fit into the main- 
stream, at the expense of our difference, 
there’s still a collective need, not only for 
acceptance but for belonging, that is 
represented in many emerging artists’ 
work. Toronto artist Micah Lexier recalls 
his experience: “I never considered myself 
a gay activist. When | got involved with 
the collective Homogenius back in 1989, 
it was about finding some like-minded 
individuals who were gay and were artists. 
It was about friendship and camaraderie 
more than it was about activism. If getting 
together with those guys and having 
exhibitions of our work had some positive 
impact on others (viewers, younger 
artists, etc.), it was a residual effect of 
trying to find myself and trying to be true 
to myself,” Mr. Lexier says. What are the 
issues that artists, with their unique eye 
on the world, can draw to our—and the 
world’s—attention as we move forward? 


>>> 


(continued on page 17) 


Double Portrait, Micah Lexier 


This month’s question: 


With so many media and news outlets in danger during this recession, do you 
think the government should have a role in helping them out? 


NDP MP Bill Siksay (Burnaby-Douglas, BC): Absolutely! 
Government has a key role in helping, when it comes to the media 
industry in Canada. It has in the past, and should in the future. In 
terms of direct bailout, I’m not exactly sure that’s the way to go; 
but, certainly, the government has a role in making sure that there’s 
a viable industry, and, certainly at this point, the government 
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needs to play a role. It should have been enforcing rules around media 
concentration or developing rules around media concentration; but, now when 
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Conservative Senator Nancy Ruth (Ontario - Cluny): 
Yes and no—it depends on how it is done. What the government : y . 
has chosen to do is to keep those who make content still in ? ee i 
business. They’re not going to bail out the Asper family for =| he 
their debt load; but the CBC is crown-owned, sothey’realready | | ae a ee er 
funded. They will help with jobs, and that’s what the Canada \ rn nr >) 
Media Fund is—over $134 million this year supporting | 7s i 
programming. Part of the outlay for the broadcast industryis | y TAL os vathy 
that people get more choice—people get what they want, when { as 
they want it, and | think that’s also true for the queer community, and that some a j I J 
of that programming money will go into that as well. We won’t help the corporations; 
but we’ll help the corporations stay relevant, and they’ll hire actors and set 
designers and program scriptwriters, and all the people that go into making shows 
and increasing the content. 


Liberal MP Hon. Scott Brison (Kings-Hants, Nova Scotia): 
The rapidity of the digital shift has made vulnerable many of 
our important media institutions, and the existence of a strong 
professional media community is important to democratic 
governance. There could be a role for government in helping 
traditional media outlets transition to the digital age. Any 
intervention needs to be judicious and considered carefully; 
but, |am personally worried about what’s going to happen to 
some of our excellent traditional media, with the particular focus on print media. 
I’m not advocating broad-based bailouts; but, I’m very concerned about the fact 
that traditional media outlets have yet to find a model to commercialize quality 
content effectively, either through advertising or through people paying. | think 
the area of public policy that needs to be considered in the mid-term is going to 


be one around intellectual property, and how we deal with ensuring that producers sandrasebree@nucleus.com ph. 403.228:81 08 


of quality journalism get paid for it. So, there’s a combination of government and 


business decisions to be made. Hi 1610 17th Ave SW Calgary, AB T2t OES - 
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‘Mistress 


Mo IDNELS 


Dear Mistress Manners: 


| recently started dating a guy—a priest— 
and he’s such a great guy. He’s the first guy 
I’ve actually liked in a long time. When we 
spend time together, | get giddy. My friends 
really like him and, even though he hasn’t 
met my parents yet, he’s clearly the kind of 
guy they’d be okay with (he beats my ex- 
boyfriend—the bartender— as well as the 
twelve-year single spell). The only problem is 
that I’ve never dated anyone like him before. 
He and | are both bottoms; so, our sexual 
connection is a little awkward. | want to keep this going but I’m not sure how. 


Hot for Preacher 


Dear HfP, 


I’d love to tell you that, if you’re giddy around him, then the whole top/bottom 
thing doesn’t matter. That might be true. I’ve known many bottoms who've fared 
well together (and also a few tops who’ve ended up wrestling instead of rolling in 
the hay). My point is that while these labels shouldn’t own us or dictate every 
move we make, they are indicators of who we are, and it sounds like you’ve hit a 
road block, whether real or imagined, that is holding you back from seeing the 
light. (Mistress Manners cannot help but make goofy puns.) 


The trick might be to figure out whether you’re using this “problem” of the two 
of you being bottoms as a way to avoid what seems like a nice healthy relationship. 
Sometimes, after long single (and/or slutty) spells, it can be hard to believe that 
someone actually wants a relationship. It can also be hard to give up the freedom 
and excitement of the single life. 


Perhaps you’re already thinking that, if you really like the guy, it shouldn’t matter 
and maybe you're feeling guilty for being the kind of person who cares more 
about being on the receiving end than about a nice personality. But really, who 
cares about a sense of humour if he can’t make you come, right? 


My sense of it is that bottoms can top without losing their preference for 
bottoming or sacrificing their identity in any way. In fact, the best tops are ones 
who’ve bottomed first. If you and your boyfriend (or boyfriend-to-be) share similar 
tastes, that can work in your favour, as long as you let it. 


What I’m saying is that if you hit it off—and | mean really hit it off—as people, 
then it shouldn’t matter how you both identify. The challenge is not knowing what 
to do with each other. The only solution is open communication. If that’s a 
challenge, involve your lesbian friends (no one processes feelings like lesbians— 
that’s a rule). Don’t be afraid of having long conversations with your sweetie. It 
might seem like a lot of work; but, in the end, it makes for better connections 
(and better connections lead to better sex). 


Mistress Manners would like to remind you that there is always the double- 
ended dildo—a win-win for two beautiful bottoming boys. 


Please contact Mistress Manners 


mistressmanners@gmail.com. 


with your questions at 
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Dear Dr. O: 


Sex with my hot new lover has me feeling exhausted. | have heard 
legends about ancient Asian emperors with dozens of wives, hundreds 
of concubines, and more children than your average small town. How 
did the emperors do it? 


Dear Exhausted: 


Those emperors certainly lived the good life! They ate the best health-giving foods, 
had acupuncture and massage treatments regularly, and they never had to carry a 
Blackberry! While surely embellished a little over time, these tales of sexual prowess 
are historical fact. Just count the children! Undoubtedly, some of the palace boys 
were also kept smiling; although, it may not have been fashionable to keep a tally of 
them at the time. 


The basis of this legendary sexual stamina was an understanding of the concept 
of “jing1”or “essence.” An observation that was centuries ahead of its time, “jing1” 
is a rarified and special body fluid that represents our “undifferentiated structive 
potential.” It is roughly akin to hormones in western medical terms, and since “jing1” 
was understood to be inherited from one’s parents, it encompasses our modern 
concept of genetic material as well. We are born with our life’s supply of “jing1” and 
once depleted, it is very, very difficult to replenish. Pay attention here. 


Humans lose this vital essence through sexual fluids like ejaculate or vaginal 
secretions. Serious illness can also erode our supply. Martial artists—many of them 
monks—learned to conserve this valuable resource, not because they aspired to 
becoming sex machines, but rather because they needed to preserve their strength 
and physical stamina for battle. | am not advocating celibacy here, do not panic! 
Instead, the secret legacy these warriors bestowed upon the emperors was the 
teaching of conservation: Learn to let your orgasm flow unencumbered through your 
body, and at the same moment, hold on so you do not ejaculate. It is that simple. 


Sounds like a conundrum? Try it for yourself. It might take a bit of practice; but, | 
guarantee that your partner will thank you in spades for mastering this ancient sexual 
art! Frequent stimulation (tease each other - itis fun!) and sexual play is encouraged; 
but, save your jism for special occasions. You will find that orgasms without ejaculation 
leave you feeling energized, and instead of snoring in your lover’s ear, you will be 
ready for another round. Letting go every now and then keeps your prostate functioning 
well. 


For women, the rules are slightly different: Enjoy as much time as you wish “on 
the edge,” using long, slow breathing to maintain that space. Limit the number of 
orgasms you have and save the “super-multis” for special occasions. They get better 
and better. 


Remember that sexual healthiness reflects overall good health. Eat the best food 
you can afford, get enough sleep, and take time every day for fun. See your doctor 
and other health care practitioners often for regular checkups, preventive care, and 
pampering. Advise your health practitioner(s) of any sexual issues, because 
impotence or PE can be early warning signs of serious health issues. 


Have fun learning this technique, and be sure to share it with your friends! [ij 


by Dr. Beverly Osachoff, DTCM 
Email: main@outlooks.ca 


From 
Peter’s Pulpit 


by Peter Carlyle Gordge 


Remember: those who forget their history are often condemned to repeat it. 
What brings this to mind is complicated. 


For one thing, many of my older GLBT friends constantly express concern that 
the new generation has no idea of the battles that were fought to obtain the civil 
and legal rights that the queer community now enjoys. 


They fear that too much is taken for granted. Ignorance of the hard battles fought 
to win equality could be a danger, should some homophobic zealot come on the 
scene. 


It’s good to record GLBT history and to keep archives; but, it’s just as important 
to make sure the record of our cultural, political and social history is widely 
honoured. It Shouldn't just moulder and gather dust, presided over by a handful of 
academic types. 


In February, | visited Fort Lauderdale, Florida, and dropped into the Stonewall 
Library and Archives. The Stonewall riots were the watershed event in American 
GLBT resistance to the hard homophobic Right and police intimidation. The 
Stonewall library has just moved into its own building and, outside of New York and 
San Francisco, is one of the largest GLBT archives in America. 


Executive Director Jack Rutland told me much of its collection, begun 35 years 
ago, is focused on southeastern Florida; but, it also has national and international 
content. In fact, | actually presented him with some Canadian material to add to 
the collection. 


The circulating library has 600 members and has 
over 18,000 books as well as audiovisual materials. 
The archives are professionally catalogued and 
maintained to strict conservation standards. They’ve 
had strong financial support from wealthy GLBT donors 
and are currently engaged in a $1 million endowment 
fund campaign. 


Jack Rutland 


In Canada, we have the Canadian Lesbian and Gay 
Archives in Toronto. Begun in 1973, the collection is growing, and this fall will move 
into a newly renovated building. It includes over 5,000 books, as well as sound 
records, portraits, 7,000 photographs and 2,000 posters. 


Included is the world’s largest single collection—more than 5,900 titles—of gay 
and lesbian periodicals and, online, they offer an international directory of more 
than 7,200 queer publications covering the last 100 years. 


This history is important and is increasingly consulted by researchers and 
academics, as universities develop more GLBT social history and sexuality courses. 


In Winnipeg, veteran GLBT activist Chris Vogel says local archives—15 metres of 
shelves—were kept as the battle for civil equality rights progressed. They’ve now 
been donated to the University of Manitoba and are in need of cataloguing. They 
haven’t been added to for the past six years. 


Former archivist Vogel says he’s lost interest in them since equality rights were 
won; but, they are important. The Krever Inquiry into tainted blood used them 
when investigating how GLBT organizations had worked to persuade people not to 
donate blood. 


While in the US, | also noticed they were celebrating Black History Month. In 
1995, Toronto MP Jean Augustine introduced a motion that was passed 
unanimously by the House of Commons to recognize Black History Month across 
Canada. 


Perhaps, given our history and contributions, we also need a GLBT History Month. 


They already celebrate it in the US in October. And in Britain, they have celebrated 
it in February since 1995, when over 150 public and educational events were 
organized. 


We need similar national acknowledgment of our history with lectures, media 
events and the chance to get more public focus on our rich archival history. This 
could be tied in with programs at the Canadian Museum of Human Rights, a quarter 
billion dollar edifice that will open in Winnipeg in 2012. 


Canada is, after all, the world leader in GLBT equality rights. [i 


Couch Talk - 


The Musings of a Psychologist 


by Kevin Alderson, Ph.D., R.Psych. 


Looking at the 
Current Research 
Concerning Intimate 
Gay and Lesbian 
Relationships 


4 


Intimate relationships are an important part of our daily lives, and, contrary to 
popular heterosexual stereotypes, contemporary gay men and lesbians do establish 
enduring, intimate relationships. Relationship issues are one of the most common 
reasons that students request help from counsellors in college and university settings. 


It is also the case that the more committed one is in a relationship, the better 
one’s sense of well-being. Studies of heterosexuals have shown that the married are 
the happiest group (obviously not including the 50 percent who have divorced), 
followed by cohabiting straight couples, followed next by those who are dating, finally 
leaving singles as the least happy group (pitiful creatures, apparently). Is it any 
different for gays and lesbians who are in relationships? 


Nope, our story is pretty much the same. A study published this year compared a 
large sample of straights with gays/lesbians (a common tactic to see who can build 
the bigger sandcastle). The happiest group were the married straights (there were 
no married gay/lesbians in this sample). Cohabiting (although not married) gays 
and lesbians were as happy as cohabiting straight couples, but not as happy as the 
married straights. The least happy were the single people, regardless of their sexual 
orientation. Marriage seems to offer people psychological insulation from daily 
stresses. 


According to one American survey, the majority of gays and lesbians (74 percent) 
would like to get married at some point. A recent survey reveals that having legalized 
same-sex marriage helps queer individuals see their relationships as more real and 
that it enhances their search for finding an ideal partner. Essentially, there is no 
difference between the relationship quality of same- and opposite-sex relationships 
at comparable levels of commitment. 


One American estimate suggests that approximately 28 percent of gay men and 
44 percent of lesbians are living with a same-sex partner. Regardless of sexual 
orientation, men are more likely to look for an attractive partner; whereas, women 
place greater emphasis on their partner’s personality. 


Same-Sex partners are more likely than opposite-sex partners to remain friends 
after relationship dissolution. Another interesting finding is that lesbians, gays, and 
bisexuals are not as likely as opposite-sex couples to find same-sex partners who 
are demographically similar to themselves, meaning they are less likely to seek 
partners of similar age, race, or socio-economic status. Furthermore, same-sex 
relationships do not have a long history of legitimization, and consequently, there 
are not clear traditions or guidelines associated with what they should look like. This 
means same-sex couples have greater freedom to construct their relationships in a 
way that is mutually satisfying. 


The good news regarding gay and lesbian relationships is that they often have 
advantages over heterosexual relationships. Compared to straight couples, gay and 
lesbians couples tend to be more equitable in assigning housework, they are often 
better at resolving conflicts, and although they receive less support from family 
members, they get it instead from friends. Lesbian relationships are viewed as more 
satisfying, more equal, and as more empathic than heterosexual relationships, and 
lesbian couples report more positive beliefs about relationships and greater 
relationship satisfaction compared to gay male couples. When it comes to sex, gay 
men in relationships have the most, lesbians the least, and straight couples are 
somewhere in between. The amount of sex diminishes over time for all of the 


>>> 
OUTLOOKS | April 2009 | outlooks.ca 13 


(continued on page 23) 


Drag Race is downright 
fabulous. All the queers are talking about 
it. Tell me how you're feeling about it, now 
that you’re at about the halfway mark of 
its nine-episode run? 


| just love it. lam so excited that, 
in our culture today, we’ve made such an 
incredible shift in consciousness. We’ve 
all been held hostage—self-imposed, | 
must add—in fear and hysteria, and our 
culture is shifting to a more colourful state 
of mind, a state of beauty and love and 
consciousness. 


That answer is totally in 
keeping with the distinct political overtone 
in your press releases. You speak of a new 
era, led by Obama, in which it is time for 
you to reign supreme. What makes you 
feel that the time is ripe for a comeback? 


| think Obama has become the 
face of it; but, it’s not all because of him, 
he’s just the most pronounced face for 
this movement. But, you know, fear and 
hysteria isn’t all because of George Bush. 
We are all part of this, all responsible for 
it. When a person is sick and tired of being 
sick and tired, they will change. When you 
suffer, you must look at your part in the 
whole storyline. So, yeah, Obama has 
become the face of that; but, we are all 
responsible for this shift. | think that, 
coupled with the economy, people are 
looking from within to find what will make 
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their lives complete. The whole consumer 
culture is crashing because nobody has 
money, currently, so we’re looking for 
symbol choice, colour and laughter, it’s 
not about luxury items. And drag is one 
of the most organic entertainment 
storylines that you could muster up. All it 
takes is an attitude, really. You can fake 
the hair and do the make-up with an 
eyebrow pencil. It’s really all about the 
attitude. 


What inspired you to go the 
route of reality TV? 


| resisted it fora long time. | knew 
| would excel at it; but, | didn’t want to be 
in a place where they’d use drag in a 
derogatory way. Reality TV is mean- 
spirited, and ina male-dominated culture, 
drag has always been used as the butt of 
jokes, to prop up and justify male 
domination. So it had to be different. The 
show had to take place with a group of 
people that | trusted. 


On the show, you appear in 
both your male and female personae. 
What does that double image represent 
for you? 


It was important to show myself 
in both male drag and my drag-queen 
drag, because if | appear in only drag drag 
it would undermine my authority as an 
expert, and the same is true for the 


contestants. We needed to show both in 
and out of drag to spotlight the creativity 
and the mind behind the image, and to 
show that it takes a lot of—it’s not only 
creativity, you really need to be a 
marketing director, you need to be a 
graphic artist, a designer—you have to be 
all of those things to present the image. 
To just show the image would undermine 
the authority. 


It cracked me up when | 
noticed that Lucy Lawless and Tori 
Spelling are acting as judges for the 
contest, as both of them are women 
who’ve been pegged as somehow 
masculine or gender-transgressive. 
Spelling is reputed to look like a drag 
queen, and Lawless’ Xena has been an 
Amazonian hit with dykes for years. What 
motivated your choices in judges? There’s 
gotta be some sort of wink there. 


(laughs) Well, you know, 
honestly, drag is all about the wink. Every 
good queen can tell you that their 
motivation comes from, a lot of times, 
what’s unspoken, the private joke about 
something, the absurd, the irreverent. The 
judges were chosen for the inside joke, 
and they underline why it’s important to 
not take life so seriously. You’ve pointed 
out that Lucy Lawless is a lesbian icon, 
but also someone who plays with the 
gender factor of being such a strong, sexy 


It's All Smoke 
and Mirrors 


— RuPaul on Drag Race 


by Andrea Zanin 


but yet feminine icon, and that was 
important. And, of course, Tori is pure 
drag, she’d be the first one to tell you. 
She gets it. Anyone who’s ever done show 
business knows it’s all a real hoax. Talent 
enters into it as a factor; but really, we all 
know that we’re all playing a game, 
everyone’s pulling off a lark. Anyone in 
show business who doesn’t let their ego 
take over knows it’s all smoke and 
mirrors. It’s all drag. [i 


LOGO ANNOUNCES 
AMERICA’S NEXT DRAG 
SUPERSTAR... 


AND THE WINNER IS: 
BEBE ZAHARA BENET 
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GAY WEDDING SHOW 


untains of Abruzzo. Rome and all its antiquities is 2 hours away! 


Experience life as the Italians live it. 
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There’s no stopping Martin Ritchie 
from achieving his dreams. The 20-year- 
old Austin, Texas boy moved to Los 
Angeles when he was fifteen—on his own 
with California Dreaming playing as his 
own personal theme song, at least 
hypothetically. Martin had bigger 
challenges than just being an underage 
youth facing the world alone with the 
glittery lights of Hollywood dancing in his 
head. 


Martin was born deaf. He always 
dreamed of being an actor and a model: 
and so, Los Angeles was where he knew 
he had to be—even against the advice of 
his mother, who wanted him to pursue 
dentistry at the University of Texas. To 
put food on the table and a roof over his 
head in his early days in the City of Angels, 
Martin worked at an Abercrombie & Fitch 
clothing store and it was there that the 
limelight first found him. A scout from 
the Janice Dickinson Modeling Agency 
spotted Martin, while shopping, and 
encouraged him to come and audition. 


He was selected as one of the agency’s 
new models, and was invited to live in a 
Hollywood mansion, where his new life 
would be broadcast to millions, as part 
of the Janice Dickinson Modeling Agency 
television show on the Oxygen Network. 


Martin and | metin Telluride, Colorado, 
skiing at Gay Ski Week and immediately 
hit it off as fast friends—after we got him 
bandaged up from his first day of skiing! 
We warmed up by a fire in the ski lodge 
and gota little giddy between pints of beer 
and the altitude. 


Michael, Inc. — 


Outlooks: You have an extremely 
courageous “conquer the world attitude 
on life’—and I’m not just saying that 
because you have the bruises to prove it 
from the ski hill. How did you get to be so 
fearless? 


MR: The greatest thing | have ever done 
in my life is just following my dream. When 
| succeed, | feel good. Also, by striving to 
become wiser and stronger, with each 
experience—is how | feel like | can 
conquer the world each day. 


Outlooks: So Marilyn Monroe is one of 
your idols. Is it a secret crush or what 
makes your heart pitter-patter for the 
blonde bombshell? 


MR: Yes, actually, she just amazes me in 
many ways. We are definitely similar in 
many ways, strangely. Whenever | go 
through something truly odd or sort of a 
similar situation sometimes, | just think 
of her. It’s such a comfortable zone to 
me, knowing that | am not alone, | 
suppose. 


Outlooks: Although you’ve had a 
successful run as a model, you’re 
considering stepping into the acting 
world. What’s making you consider this 
change? 


MR: My true passion is acting and [I work] 
to improve myself all the time. It is 
something that | really love doing in my 
lifetime. So, yes, | am following my true 
passion now, indeed. | am definitely going 
to knock some people around if they tell 
me that | cannot do it. 
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Outlooks: Whoa! A tough guy, too! | like 
that. What are some of the biggest 
misconceptions you think hearing people 
have regarding deaf people? 


MR: That they really can’t do anything or 
aren't that smart. | know! am very smart, 
sincere, and very, very normal! | always 
emphasize to deaf people that no means 
yes. There is nothing we can’t do. 


Outlooks: How can the hearing and deaf 
gay population communicate more 
effectively with each other? 


MR: Well, just like we are right now! 
People communicate so much through 
our eyes; we just have to listen to each 
other. And, of course, text messaging is 
our new technology right now. Also, they 
probably would have to learn American 
Sign Language if they want to be able to 
communicate with other deaf people. 


Outlooks: You're already a role model for 
a lot of people. What would you like to be 
remembered for? 


MR: For how far | have gotten myself to 
be in that splendid position right now. Of 
course, yes, | would love to be 
remembered for how determined, strong, 
and wise | am. 


Outlooks: Because you’re so adorable | 
have to ask—what kind of qualities are you 
looking for in a guy? 


MR: No lousy attitude, just sincere, 
honest, and loving! 


Outlooks: When are you coming to see 
our beautiful Canada? 


MR: Very soon, hopefully! 


Outlooks: |’m sure that there are many 
Canadian boys who would love to keep 
Martin warm on a chilly spring night! 


For more information on bridging the gap 
with our hard of hearing brothers and 
sisters, visit: www.deafqueer.org or 
search for an ASL (American Sign 
Language) class in your community! [i 


¥ The Art of Changing Perceptions (continued from page 10) 


Thaddeus, 1998 Stephen Andrews 
rg 


ourselves represented in the future; we 
gays, like the straights, believe that 
disclosure is more important than 
condoms as a safe sex method; and being 
gay is not inherently radical, being gay is 
the same as being straight, the only 
difference is in choice of sexual partner. 
As long as gays pretend that their culture 
is like straight culture, they will ignore 
what’s really going on in gay culture, 


} which are issues of self-esteem related 
' to AIDS that cause gay men to do 


excessive drugs and have unsafe sex. 


| These are just leftover issues from our 


> self-hating, closeted past, that have just 


“Activism is very important, of course,” 
Mr. Gilbert says. “The most important 
issues right now are, | think: the 
criminalization of HIV; the politics of 
unsafe sex; and the complacency of gay 
men. Most of these issues have to do with 
AIDS, and most people in the gay 
community are not willing to challenge the 
present (often unspoken) gay orthodoxy 
which says: gay men are getting married 
and becoming more monogamous, this 
is good, and is the way we want to see 
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been worsened by AIDS. These are the 
things that gay men should be talking 
about. | try to talk about them; but, but, 
no one seems to want to listen.” 


Mr. Vocat illustrates the social 
dynamics of what has changed in relation 
to the heavy hand of pop culture, and his 
use of it, in addressing those gay issues. 


“There are definitely artists who still 
identify as gay activists, or who make 
political work; but, | feel that because so 
many people in the art world are queer, 
labeling something as gay art or not isn’t 
really of much value anymore. People 


seem to be more interested in exploring 
a broader range of political ideas, and in 
some ways, sexuality can be taken for 
granted. A few artists that | think of, when 
| think of queer politics, are people like 
Andy Fabo, Stephen Andrews, or Allyson 
Mitchell. Mostly, | think people don’t want 
to be marginalized, and sometimes 
labeling something as ‘gay art’ has a 
tendency to limit how we can view it, or 
how the public thinks they are supposed 
to interpret it,” Mr. Vocat says. “Il don’t 
necessarily view my work as either activist 
or mainstream, but it probably includes 
elements of both. Sometimes, making art 
feels like a pretty rarefied pursuit. On one 
hand, | don’t really think I’m going to 
change anyone’s politics with my work; 
but, it could start a conversation. On the 
other hand, | certainly make a lot of 
cultural references which could be 
considered pop or mainstream.” 


In closing, ’ll give the last word to 
London visual artist, pro wrestler and 
teacher Scott McEwan, who believes 
that there is still need for activism within 
our communities. “If Canada’s GLBT 
communities want to progress and 
transform to meet the challenges in our 
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The Fluff Stands Alone (gallery overview) 
© Allyson Mitchell, 2004 


Work, Andy Fabo 


contemporary world, then activism is 
always necessary. Whatever issues are 
affecting the world (from the most local 
to the most global of concerns), | think 
queers, with their unique perspective, 
have something to contribute to the 
cause. 
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Bigger is Better: 


The complete life and work of the artist 
Tom of Finland 


In 1998, TASCHEN introduced the 
world to the masterful art of Touko 
Laaksonen with The Art of Pleasure. Prior 
to that, Laaksonen, better known as Tom 
of Finland, enjoyed an intense cult 
following in the international gay 
community, but was largely unknown to 
the broader audience. The Art of Pleasure 
gave Tom well-deserved recognition and 
increased his following exponentially; Tom 
of Finland XXL will fix him forever in the 
realm of fine art. 


With dimensions of 29 cm by 40.5 cm 
and 666 pages, Tom of Finland XXL 
contains over 1000 images, covering six 
decades of the artist’s career. The work 
was gathered from all known collections 
across the US and Europe, with the help 
of the Tom of Finland Foundation, and 
features many drawings, paintings and 
preparatory sketches that have never 
been reproduced in any book. Other 
images have only been seen out of 
context and will be presented here in the 
sequential order Tom intended for full 
artistic appreciation and erotic impact. 
This elegant, oversized volume will 
showcase the full range of Tom’s talent, 
from sensitive portraits to frank sexual 
pleasure, to tender expressions of love to 
Tom’s haunting tributes to young men 
struck down by the AIDS epidemic. 


Completing this collector’s edition are 
eight specially commissioned essays on 
Tom’s social and personal impact by 
Camille Anna Paglia, John Waters, 
Armistead Maupin, Todd Oldham, and 
others, plus a scholarly analysis of 
individual drawings by art historian 


Edward Lucie-Smith. 


| have chosen to give some brief 
examples as to the individual writer’s 
depth and scope of talent, so that one 
can readily appreciate the all- 
encompassing nature that is this 
collection. 


Edward Lucie-Smith was born in 1933 
in Kingston, Jamaica, and schooled at 
Oxford. He has published over 100 books, 
including Sexuality in Western Art, and 
Latin American Art of the 20" Century. 
He lives in London and travels extensively. 


Armistead Maupin launched his fictive 
Tales of the City serial in the San 
Francisco Chronicle in 1976, later 
released as a six-volume series of novels, 
three of which were produced as a 
miniseries for television. He lives in San 
Francisco with his husband, Christopher 
Turner. 


Todd Oldham’s studio is a multifaceted 
design studio for film, photography, 
furniture, interior décor, books, and even 
floral arrangements. He lives in New York 
City and in eastern Pennsylvania with his 
partner, Tony Longoria. 


Camille Anna Paglia is the author of 
five books, including Sexual Personae: Art 
and Decadence from Nefertiti to Emily 
Dickinson, her groundbreaking analysis 
of sexual ambiguity in art and literature. 
Paglia is currently University Professor of 
Humanities and Media Studies at 
University of the Arts, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, where she lives with her 
partner, Alison Maddex. 
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John Waters was born in 1946 in 
Baltimore, Maryland, and briefly attended 
New York University. He made his first film 
Hag in a Black Leather Jacket in 1964, 
and has since directed sixteen others, 
including Pink Flamingos, Polyester, 


Hairspray, and Pecker. He lives in 
Baltimore. 


For the man—or woman—who thinks 
bigger is better, Tom of Finland XXL is 
certain to satisfy. [i 


Win a copy 
(value $200 US) 


Send email, 
including name, 
mailing address, 

and phone 

number to: 


main@outlooks.ca 


The subject line 
must contain 
Tom of Finland 
contest. 
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The first thing that rivets the senses upon viewing 
the art of Daniel Barkley is the mingling of naked 
flesh, color and myth in his rich, powerful canvases. 
In Barkley’s paintings, which involve male and 
female nudity highlighted with tattoo-like symbols, 
the figures are naked, partly clothed or draped. 


The titles are derived from mythology, yet 
presented as allegorical figures in the guise of 


Mreneen 


ae) 


contemporary people, innocent in their anatomically 
faithful, unabashed nudity, the characters in 
Barkley’s universe seem strangely familiar. 


Daniel currently resides in Montréal with 
exhibitions of his works being presented from coast- 
to-coast and internationally. 


DANIELBARKLEY.COM 


Wh 


Anse Anny tA TITRE ARI TD 


, 


ceca 


vena tliod 
THAT 


nell bw 


eritltar Kea ew 


- 
“ 
| 


eatl 


3 


Tb © AUS A a he 
& 
¢ 


oat 


MAS. 


i 


(lh a 


OUTLOOKS | April 2009 | outlooks.ca 


Uyeoused sol| 1eU/\\ - AD THAVE TAINVG 


oh 
© 


If you ever thought that Buddies in Bad Times Theatre was an 
adult ticket out, think again. For five years, Buddies has run a 
successful youth program for hipsters under 25, developing their 
own creativity in a censor-free environment. Run by artist Evalyn 
Parry, programming includes a Young Creators Unit, post- 
performance talkbacks with artists, the hugely popular Monday 
night open mic QueerCab, weekly workshops featuring guest 
artists and directors, and the annual end-of-season Pride 
performance, PrideCab. 


“Queercab was the first event,” says Parry, “and it’s gone from a twenty- 
person open mic night to 75 or 100 people, with more people than we can 
allow up on stage. That’s a real marker for a space for queer youth, where the 
word has gotten out. The other thing that feels significant these days is that 
we're seeing young artists emerge from it, and the company’s taking on and 
developing their work as artists with important voices.” 
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As Parry notes, the play Agokwe, by First Nations young artist Waawate 
Fodister, was the first to be nurtured as part of Buddies’ season, followed this 
month by writer/performer Mark Shyzer’s one-man comedy, Fishbowl. Shyzer’s 
hour-long, multi-character aquarium of misfits includes a science geek, a 
withdrawn loner, and a going-nowhere, middle-aged barfly. Shyzer first 
experimented with his characters at the QueerCab open mic, and, after working 
with Parry on a half-hour production for Buddies’ Rhubarb! Fest, he’s added an 
old man and a jazzercise instructor to his one-hour version, motley crew. 


“The play’s strength really lies in its comedy,” Parry describes. “It has this 
great mix of hilarity and that profound, cosmic, spiritual search for connection 
and meaning. There is so much science out there, and we are so unbelievably 
connected through computers. More and more people feel isolated, and that 
paradox is such an important issue for our time”. 


Somewhere between Stephen Hawking and Search for Signs of Intelligent 
Life in the Universe, Fishbowl has a blast with its absurd characters and 
situations, in a geeky tribute to the disenfranchised, disconnected and isolated 
too often watching the world pass them by. With the support of Parry, Buddies 
and the Youth Program, fortunately Buddies’ youngsters won’t have too much 
isolation to worry about. 


Fishbowl runs April 1 to 12. The Youth Program is a free drop-in between 
September and April, with its own newsletter and Facebook page. Visit Buddies’ 
website at www.artsexy.ca for more links, and to donate to Buddies’ big donor 
drive this season. I 


at Buddies® = 


By David King 
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Cape Breton’s Bad, Bad Boy 


Conjure up the image 
of a gay Canadian “bad 
boy” playwright, and 
writers like Brad Fraser, 
Daniel Maclvor or.Sky 
Gilbert might first come 
to mind. Like Maclvor, 
writer/director/ 
performer Bryden 
MacDonald hails from 
Cape Breton, and it’s a combo of his raw Maritime 
wisdom and brash, out characters that make ample 
room for him on the “bad boy” A-list. 


Bryden MacDonald 


MacDonald takes his time developing plays, 
unleashing them to the world with a spark. This month, 
he co-directs his latest play With Bated Breath at 
Montreal's Centaur Theatre alongside Artistic Director 
Roy Surette, in a more graphic depiction of gay nightlife 
than Centaur audiences might be accustomed to— 
beyond the commercial vehicles of Angels In America 
and Mambo Italiano. 


“You know, when | write, | can’t really think about the 
provocation of an audience,” MacDonald comments. 


Good boy. 


Since writing his debut award-winners Weekend 
Healer and Whale Riding Weather (the latter explores 
the older man/younger man dynamic better than almost 
any I’ve read), MacDonald has developed a masterful 
brushstroke in painting his often whacked-out, misfit 
characters onto highly sensual and theatrical stage 
canvases. In between plays, MacDonald has had huge 
success transforming the work of Leonard Cohen, Carole 
Pope and Joni Mitchell to the stage across the country. 


Like Whale Riding Weather, MacDonald’s more recent 
plays Divinity Bash/Nine Lives and With Bated Breath 
merge Cape Breton with the underbelly of a big city, ina 
culture shock that’s often stronger for the audience than 
for the characters they’re watching. 


“My characters are beautiful losers, in many ways, 
trying to live an honest life,” says MacDonald. “But here, 
I’ve really put the microscope on how you can be eaten 
alive just as easily, disappearing through the cracks of 
a large city.” 


Settled in Montreal for some time now and “down 
home” when he can visit, MacDonald clearly writes 
about what he knows. Thus, in With Bated Breath, it’s 
not surprising to see the play’s heartbroken young gay 
Cape Bretoner Willy (played by actor Michael Young) land 
smack dab in the “red light district” of Montreal’s gay 
village to recover from his breakup. 


“The play takes place in a number of places in 
Montreal and in Willy’s head,” describes MacDonald. 
“The fantasy is very real to the person experiencing it; 
but, from our perspective, the lines blur.” 


Not unlike Divinity Bash/Nine Lives, MacDonald 
introduces a whole slew of bizarre new “beautiful losers” 
to the stage, mostly Cape Bretoners themselves, and 
all transformed by their new friend Willy, before his 


sudden disappearance from the sexually charged 
world of Montreal’s stripper scene. They include 
Ricotta Chism (Danielle MacKay), named after her 
father’s favourite cheese, the town’s “toxic gossip” 
Camilla Millie (Felicia Shulman), and the Québécois 
stripper Float (Eloi Archambaudoin), who fares far 
better at gyrating for customers than the 
impressionable Willy, the latter, who spends more 
time dancing to the tune in his head before he 
disappears without a trace. 


Left to memory, Willy too becomes transformed 
in the minds of those he left behind. 


“Willy’s on a path to enlightenment; yet, he’s not 
very wise,” MacDonald comments. “He kind of lives 
inside a mirror ball, and in this case, we’re left with 
the impression that he may have stayed in his 
imagination. It’s almost a play about the other 
characters, because Willy has such a deep impact 
on them, and everyone has different scenarios about 
what happened to him. There’s that theme of 
reinvention, of the Phoenix—that shift in reality. These 
characters don’t have hugely interesting lives, so 
their only means of survival are their stories. There 
is a Spell of theatricality cast on the play from Willy’s 
imagination and their own inner desires.” 


Survival, time and space are all common themes 
in MacDonald’s plays, and as he mentions, he’s only 
just beginning to become aware of that himself. As 
his Cape Breton misfits comically and tragically 
navigate through the central traffic of their big cities, 
they are always proudly front-and-centre in our “big 
city” theatres. They are unabashedly queer in their 
originality, and a real treat for actors like Sarah 
Carlson, who plays Willy’s best friend Esta Snow. She 
returns to MacDonald’s work after previously starring 
in the Montreal premiere of Divinity Bash/Nine Lives. 


Recently finishing up a three-week stint at 
Stratford as playwright-in-residence, MacDonald 
admits he misses Cape Breton sometimes; but, has 
found a sense of comfort and community falling in 
love with the denizens of Montreal. 


“Funnily,” MacDonald laughs, “I’ve been here long 
enough now and | went to school for a year to get 
better French, but still haven’t. | can get through my 
day, but it’s not where | imagined | would be in my 
French. They’re small steps. Now | can order meat 
at the butcher. But the Québécois have such strong 
working class background— that sense of being left 
out—that it’s not that dissimilar to Cape Bretoners 
and Newfoundlanders.” 


No matter where he settles, it’s clear that 
MacDonald cherishes the diversity around him. 


“There is a genuine beauty in so many people,” 
reflects MacDonald, “and as with Willy, we can really 
miss that sometimes, until it is too late”. 


With Bated Breath runs at Centaur Theatre April 
21 to May 24. Visit www.centaurtheatre.com for 
more information. 


by David King 


with 
bated 
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MOVEMENT tothe STREETS of SEATTLE 


T. V. REED 


Filmmaker John Greyson knows first- 
hand the poignancy of art imitating life. 
In 1985, Greyson was one of the 
organizers for Pride in Toronto when a gay 
school teacher was murdered by five 
teenage boys. Greyson had to announce 
the death to the crowd and would later 
use the story in his 1991 film The Making 
of Monsters. 


“Pretty well all the different themes and 
stories for my films come from various 
forms of activism: friends | was losing or 
street actions | was involved in,” explains 
Greyson whose work over the past three 
decades has broached a variety of issues. 


Shawna Dempsey and Lorri Millan 

His 1988 film Urinal came out of his 
work on right to privacy committees in the 
80s, who were working to deal with 
bathhouse raids and police entrapment. 
“The biggest issue was getting people to 
see it. This was before queer film festivals 
and there was a stronghold on cinemas 
and airways. It was hard to see 
independent, critical media anywhere,” 
recalls Greyson who went on to make Zero 
Patience (1993), a feature film dealing 
with AIDS. “The impulse for Zero Patience 
came out of the 1989 Montreal AIDS 
conference,” says Greyson, who was 
active at the time with the organization 
AIDS Action Now. 


AIDS Action Now was the Canadian 
counterpart to the American organization 


ART ACTIVISM yy sonsese 


ACT UP! In his book, The Art of 
Protest (2005), author TV Reed 
explores the role of art in ACT Up!’s 
activism work. “Cultural forms can 
sometimes cut across ideological 
lines, providing a sense of over- 
arching connection that, at least for 
a time, subordinates differences,” 
explains Reed. “What Act Up! did very 
well was show how homophobia, 
sexism, racism, classic-ism were all 
connected in creating the AIDS crisis. 
Their campaigns targeted the media, 
pharmaceutical companies, the 
government, the church and many 
other institutions. They had great 
success with each of these groups 
because they understood that the art 
of protest ina mass media-saturated 
culture required that they be creative 
and imaginative.” 


Also giving voice to the AIDS crisis 
through art was photographer Rosalind 
Solomon, photographing seventy-five 
individuals with AIDS over a ten-month 
period in the late 1980s. Capturing both 
the suffering and strength of those living 
with the disease, her documentary 
photography explored the human struggle 
to survive and empowered the subjects 
by having them look directly to camera 
and opening a dialogue between them 
and the audience who would view the 
photographs. Photographs from the 
series, “Portraits in the time of AIDS” were 
acquired by both the Tokyo Metropolitan 
Museum and the Library of 
Congress. Solomon would 
continue to use photography to 
explore issues of health when 
she travelled to Columbia and 
photographed people living with 
Hansen’s Disease (Leprosy). 


No strangers to art as 
activism, Winnipeg lesbian art 
duo Shawna Dempsey and Lorri 
Millan have been creating art 
and controversy together for the 
last twenty years. “Ideally, all 
art changes the world. It 
changes the way we see, the 
way we think, what we think 
about. Anyone looking at our 
work can see it has a pretty 
overt agenda to inspire social change and 
engage in social critique. Our works have 
been feminist, queer-positive, anti- 
consumerist,” explains Dempsey. “We 
have lots to say, lots we wish was different 
in this world.” 


“Art engages people in a fairly direct 
manner. Through images, metaphor 
and humour, it is possible to create 
opportunities wherein significant ex- 
changes can take place. People are also 
able to listen to difficult, challeng-ing and 
even down-right unpopular ideas when 
they are presented in an art-work,” says 
Millan. Their recent mock-terrorist 
organization, Consideration Liberation 
Army (considerationliberationarmy.ca) 
was activist in intent and also drew upon 
the visual language of activism. “We are 
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homos. We are women. We are who we 
are and our experience in the world 
informs all that we do—our sense of 
justice and injustice, our need to work to 
improve the world, to engage in thoughtful 
interactions, all of this fuels our art 
making.” 


Vancouver’s Out on Screen Queer Film 
festival has launched a commissioning 
body called the Queer History Project. 
“Queer people don’t have an oral history 
that’s passed down from one generation 
to another. The best way to pass down 
queer history is through art,” explains 
Chris Gatchalian, one of the coordinators 
of the Queer History Project. “The project 
came out of a desire to give artistic voice 
and representation to litthe known 
incidents in BC queer history. These are 
events that are not going to be taught in 
schools; but, through film, the stories will 


survive into posterity for future 


generations to learn from.” 


Last year, the project produced “Rex vs. 
Singh”, based on the real life court case 
of two Sikh labourers charged with 
sodomy in 1915. Co-directed by John 
Greyson, Richard Fung and Ali Kazimi, the 
film explored issues of race and sexuality. 
“We tried to make a portrait of who these 
men might be,” explains Greyson, “and 
how do we prevent making some of the 
same mistakes?” 


“That’s the purpose of these films,” 
says Gatchalian, “to give artistic voice and 
representation to incidents in our history 
that are significant. They will define our 
community and our culture, so that queer 
youth can know about these stories and 
learn from them.” The Queer History 
project will produce a new film each year. 
This year’s film will be 
Forbidden Love by filmmaker 
Aerlyn Weissman and will 
premiere at Out on Screen in 
August. 


More then ten years after 
his first feature film on AIDS, 
Greyson’s latest operatic 
documentary film Fig Trees 
tells the story of two AIDS 
activists, Tim McCaskell of 
Canada and Zackie Achmat 
of South Africa. 


In 1995, while at the gay 
and lesbian film festival in 
Cape Town, South Africa, 
Greyson met Jack Lewis, who 
ran the festival and the two 
worked on the film Proteus in 
2003. Lewis’s partner is 
activist Zackie Achmat, who 
was living with AIDS and 


started an organization called the 
Treatment Action Campaign. He went on 
a treatment strike, refusing to take his 
medication until anti-retrovirals were 
widely available to all South Africans. 


“I met Zackie around his kitchen table 
and he started getting more and more 
press, and | realized there was more of 
the story to be told,” explains Greyson. 
“It is urgent content, juxtaposing two long- 
term survivors, who lived with the virus 
and fought back. Sure, the epidemic can 
be treated now, but the fight is not over, 
there’s a lot we should be doing. In the 
developing world, there is complacency 
about AIDS. The critical work that Tim and 
Zackie are doing involves us all.” 


Fig Trees premiered at the Berlin 
International Film Festival, where it won 
the Teddy Award for Best documentary. 


—John F. Kennedy 


It will screen in Canada this May at the 
Inside Out Film Festival in Toronto. “1 
would be happy if people left the theatre 
and decided to Google AIDS activism, and 
if they felt implicated in a way that made 
them check out what is happening in the 
global fight.” Greyson goes on to Say, 
“Hope has to be part of activism, 
otherwise, why bother?” 

Inthe final chapter of the Art of Protest, 
Reed explains that the Internet and other 
digital media offer new possibilities for 
social activism. “Much progress has been 
made; but, there is much more to be 
done,” says Reed. “History is on the side 
of justice for GLBTQ folks, but as Martin 
Luther King reminded us many times, 
history only advances when social 
movement activists push it.” 


1987, untitled - Rosalind Solomon Portaits in the time of AIDS 


Interview: COVEAGuy’s Larry Peloso 


by Dan Fricker 


After four seasons of gorgeous guys 
gracing our TV screens, the homegrown 
male modeling reality competition 
CoverGuy has developed quite a fan 
following. Unfortunately, the current 
economic crisis leaves CoverGuy’s future 
at somewhat of a cross-roads, and its gay 
male fandom might not be enough to keep 
the show alive. Outlooks spoke to the man 
behind it all, Executive Producer, Director 
and Creator Larry Peloso, about what lies 
ahead. 


Outlooks: Firstly, congratulations on last 
year’s successful season based out of 
Montreal! Vincent, your winner, actually 
just appeared on our March 2009 cover. 


LP: Thank you. Yes the show was very 
well-received. We got some incredible 
guys out to audition, and Vincent is just 
amazing. 


Outlooks: Did you find just as many 
aspiring male models in Montreal as you 
did during your three seasons in Toronto? 


LP: Definitely. Within two weeks of 
promoting we had something like three 
thousand people on the Facebook Event 
Page. It spread like wildfire. We were all 
very pleased with the fourth season, and 
it seemed to say that yes, CoverGuy has 
legs to move on. Actually, our next stop 
was going to be in Calgary called Cover 
Guy: Cowboy. 


Outlooks: Wait... going to be? 


LP: Well, it’s on hold right now. | 
think it’s just the reality of the 
recession. We depend on a 
combination of support from our 
Canadian broad-caster OutTV as 
well as from HereTV in the States, 
in order to maximize our budget. 
Right now, it seems HereTV is just 
not in a position to move forward 
with season five, so unfortunately, 
we’re not either. 


Outlooks: That’s such a shame. 


LP: Yes, we’re very dis-appointed. 
We were going to time the show 
around the Gay Rodeo and 
Calgary Stampede, to attract the 
gay cowboys and the straight 
ones too. | think it could’ve been 
one of our sexiest shows, with 
that whole sort of Brokeback 
Mountain theme. 


Outlooks: Well you speak of CoverGuy 
depending on support from all-gay TV 
broadcasters. Is there the possibility of 
broadening the appeal beyond GLBT 
audiences? 


LP: Well, originally the show was 
designed for the gay market but in four 
seasons, it’s had a bit of an evolution. We 
actually approached Cosmo TV with the 
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relationship types; but, in contrast to 
lesbians and straights, gay men become 
less monogamous over time (or at least 
we admit it!). 


The bad news is that research has also 
shown that same-sex relationships have 
a higher likelinood of ending compared 
to opposite-sex relationships. This finding 
is based on both research comparing 
cohabiting gays/lesbians with cohabiting 
straights, but also in countries (Norway 
and Sweden) that have had registered 
domestic partnerships (not marriages) 
since the 1990s. One likely explanation 
is that most gays/lesbians are not raising 
children, and this remains a major reason 
why unhappy heterosexual couples stay 
together. Also, it is never good practice to 
compare apples and oranges. Registered 
domestic partnerships and civil unions 
are not the same as marriage. Lesbian 
couples have a higher divorce rate 
(divorce from registered domestic 
partnerships, that is) in Denmark, 
Sweden, and Norway compared to gay 
men, which is surprising, given that 
studies show lesbian couples report the 
highest level of happiness. Researchers 
do not currently know the longevity of 
same-sex marriages compared to 
opposite-sex marriages. 


A familiar nemesis raises its ugly head 
when we look at one of the major 


obstacles to having a good same-sex 
relationship: internalized homophobia. 
Recent studies have implicated it in 
affecting relationship quality. As some 
of you may have suspected, gay men 
are especially sensitive to interpersonal 
rejection, and this does not help either 
when building a solid relationship. 


By studying 216 partners of 108 
same-sex couples that had been 
together an average of 30 years (where 
did they find these people?), three 
researchers found that two factors were 
particularly important that predicted 
relationship satisfaction: keeping 
conflicts contained (keeping them 
minimal) and having psychologically 
intimate communication (do my readers 
still love me?). Other studies have 
shown that gays/lesbians are most 
satisfied in their relationships when 
partners believe they have fairly equal 
power and decision-making ability. 


In summary, we establish positive 
relationships that are as stable as those 
of our heterosexual counterparts when 
relationships of equal status (e.g., 
cohabiting, dating) are compared. So 
what are you waiting for? Dating and 
relationships are good for your 
emotional health! J 


Jonathan, Jason, Simon, and Vincent - this 
season’s winner. 


show and they really loved it, but said their 
target audiences were women, and that 
CoverGuy was “obviously for gay men”. | 
think it’s just the narrow-mindedness of 
programmers that can’t see the show’s 
larger appeal. | mean it could have even 
aired on Fashion Television or something. 


Outlooks: So, what’s next then? 
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LP: Well as a matter of fact, we’re looking 
at developing a season that could be shot 
on one of the big gay cruises, called Cover 
Guy: Out to Sea. It would be amazing to 
have these hot guys onboard a ship, with 
all the photo shoots by the pool, in the 
engine rooms and gyms. We’re talking 
to Atlantis Events and RSVP Cruises about 
this idea. 


Outlooks: You're looking for other types 
of support, outside of TV broadcasters? 


LP: Well, at the end of the day, you really 
do need a TV broadcaster, but you know 
that could all be changing as well. With 
the internet, some people aren’t even 
bothering with TV. Maybe online, instead 
of having just a Canadian/US audience 
we could have worldwide appeal. But it 
really does come down to money. 
Whether CoverGuy: Cowboy happens, or 
if we end up Out To Sea, we'll have to see. 
We’re on hold, but we’re not gone. 


Outlooks: It sounds like you have a lot of 
great ideas brewing and there’s definitely 
a following out there, so we wish you well 
in the future. I 
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Sky Gilbert 


As he prepares for the world premiere 
of his provocatively titled play, |! Have AIDS 
at Buddies in Bad Times Theatre, 
Buddies’ founding former Artistic Director 
Sky Gilbert discusses his formula for 
producing and directing his new work 
within Buddies’ annual season: by doing 
so in collaboration with his own group, 
The Cabaret Company. 


“I really enjoy directing my own work,” 
Gilbert notes. “I have a lot of creative 
energy to contribute, and it’s important 
to me for that first production.” 


Hamilton’s 


We ALL Have AIDS 


Poet, novelist, playwright, actor, 
director, doctorate professor and the 
obnoxious drag queen Jane, Gilbert has 
earned his green carnation as Canada’s 
contemporary version of Oscar Wilde, and 
his plays on Buddies’ stage are like an 
annual homecoming to his fans. Unlike 
many playwrights who develop text 
through a lengthy workshop development 
process, Gilbert often puts new plays on 
their feet, sculpting their development in 
the presence of a family of artists at 
rehearsal. 


While Buddies remains close to his 
heart, Gilbert’s history there is now best 
chronicled in his gossipy and entertaining 
Ejaculations From the Charm Factory. 
Chronicling the Toronto theatre boom of 
the 1970s, the autobiography is a fun 
peek inside the experimentation and 
growth of Buddies, along with the massive 
hurdles the company undertook to give 
queer theatre a professional voice on the 
stage. 


AIDS plays, for most writers, have little 
shelf life; the stigma and socio-economic 
factors surrounding their content are 
topical at best. From A Normal Heart to 
Angels In America, they’ve also painted 
the same grim ending faced by characters 
in early queer films and plays (if you’ve 
never seen it, check out the “necrology” 
of violent deaths that queer movie 
characters have faced in the book The 
Celluloid Closet). Gilbert, who has never 


Gay Top 


Model Winner 


Saturday, March 7, The Werx club was the hottest place to be in the city of 


shied away from the subject since Drag 
Queens On Trial in 1985, has returned to 
HIV and AIDS, time and again, before 
putting it front and centre in | Have AIDS. 


“There are two issues that are different 
now and | wanted to write about,” notes 
Gilbert: “medication and safe sex. On one 
hand, there is a lot of unsafe sex going 
around again, and on the other hand | 
wanted to explore how medications affect 
your lifestyle, as a patient today, with a 
chronic illness that will always be treated.” 


A darkly humourous domestic comedy, 
| Have AIDS gets funnier as its characters’ 
situations become darker, a skill Gilbert 
has mastered over the years. In the first 
act, Torontonian Prodon is an AIDS radical 
in denial of the virus, only to become a 
docile, compliant, poz patient in Act Two. 
His partner Vidor does his best to buffer 
Prodon’s two extremes. 


“In Prodon,” says Gilbert, “it’s one thing 
to have strong views, but it’s another to 
be a crank or to be complicit. For me, 
that’s the pressure that some gay men 
face now. On one hand they have to be 
these models of health, and on the other 
hand they are partying and having unsafe 
sex. Some are on two drugs - those that 
are prescribed, and those that aren’t. So 
they are constantly stretching the 
boundaries of what they can do.” 


Gilbert doesn’t mind spoiling the 
ending of | Have AIDS, which avoids 


Key West 


by David King 


melodrama by applying dark humour 
and raises more questions than answers. 


“One thing | want to make sure of in 
the direction is that the audience doesn’t 
think the character is going to die at the 
end. It is also blatantly discussed that AIDS 
is not about homosexuals, and that’s 
important. | think straight people still don’t 
use condoms the way gay people have 
made it work, nor are they immediately 
compelled to disclose some ‘status.’ As a 
writer, | have always tried to remove that 
practical, medical science from 
homosexuality. | mean, gay men 
succeeded in coming out and forming a 
community and changing the image of 
themselves and celebrating, and since 
AIDS and people like Anita Bryant, they 
have had to be in this pressure cooker ever 
since.” 


With | Have AIDS, Gilbert continues to 
poke, to prod, and to mirror the morality 
around him, with all the social and sexual 
wisdom one could expect from Canada’s 
darling “Dandy” of the theatre. If Oscar 
Wilde were still alive, surely he and “Sky” 
would be sipping Cosmos somewhere on 
Church Street, rolling their eyes and 
laughing at some subject that “dare not 
speak its name.” 


| Have AIDS opens April 22 and runs 
until May 3, 2009 at Buddies. Visit 
www.artsexy.ca for full details. [i 


Pride Celebrations 


Palm trees swaying in the cool 
summer breeze. Speedo clad 
sun worshippers partying on 
sparkling sandy beaches. Seven- 
foot-tall drag queens. Couples on 
mopeds exploring the island. 
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i¢ iL 


Celebrating Communtty! 


Hamilton. The Gay Top Model competition happened in Steel Town for the very 
first time—and with great success. Amidst a lavish grand finale with performers 
Nancy Rancourt, Jonathan Sinani, Jasmine, Harmony, Sasha and hosted by Victor 
Correia, the model contestants showcased their best in various fun and classy 
catwalk numbers. DJ Jay Foxx kept everyone off their feet. At the end of the night, 
with the support of audience votes, web voting and special guest judges, the 
winner was announced. David Holder, 21, a nursing student at McMaster University 
came out on top. 


David received a modeling opportunity to be featured in Tourism Hamilton’s 
marketing activities, an indoor and outdoor photo shoot with photographer Luke 
Fillion, an appraisal by | Model Management professionals, and an entry in the 
Mr. Gay Canada 2009 event. 


The evening raised $500 for The AIDS Network of Hamilton. 


Special thanks goes out to the supporters, including the venue The Werx, 
Tourism Hamilton, Ventura Restaurant, Cable 14, manhunt.net, | Model 
Management and the team of volunteers. Mirateca Arts Management donated 
its services to produce the event. 
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Watch out! Dykes on bikes! 


Yes, you've arrived in Key West, Florida—gay paradise with a zip code! Who 
wouldn’t want to be in Key West, America’s favourite gay destination? Every day 
is a celebration of the Key West motto: One Human Family! Rainbow flags, water 
sports, volleyball on the beach and splashing in pools, too! It’s partying and 
entertainment 31, 24/7 that is! 


And what better time to enjoy this slice of gay paradise than during Pridefest 
2009 Key West? From June 6-14, enjoy an entire week of rauncheous events. 
Bad Boy and Bad Girl parties. Who will be crowned Mr., Ms. and Miss Pridefest 
2009? A two-day street fair including dancing boys and a special rock festival 
just for the girls! Line Duval Street for Saturday night’s Grande Pridefest 2009 
Parade and, on Sunday, end the week with a jamming tea dance. Over twenty 
wild and wonderful events await you! 


For more information, to make reservations and to purchase a VIP PASS, visit 
http://www. pridefestkeywest.com/ or call 1-305-292-3223. 
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Meet Troy Mayes. You may recognize him as a 
regular fixture of the Calgary gay social scene. 

Troy is a 40-something Calgarian who started his 
adventurous life in Edmonton. He spends his days 
working for Canada Post—trying to get your mail 
delivered to you on time—and the occasional night 
working at Priape—trying to get your cock rings 
fitting just right. If you need help finding the right 
underwear or understanding exactly what anal 


beads are used for... just ask Troy. 


When he isn’t working, Troy spends his free time 
dancing, meeting friends, and enjoying life to the 
fullest. He loves music, his beautiful partner, 


family, and his three amazing children. 


www.modelmayhem.con/J/litewave | LiteWaveCalgary@gmail.com 
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vw.hotel-mercurio.com orientalphc www ark.com 


What Are You Dreaming Of... Puerto Vallarta, Mexico’s Gay Beach Vietnamese (Calgary) Home renovation specialists (Calgary) 
oana.net www.melrosecalgary.com nww.tritd.ca 


Condo hotel - one block from gay beach - Puerto Vallarta Café - Bar - Patio (Calgary) Home renovation specialist (Edmonton) 


www. Wwe .com www.minge k.corm 

Non stop to Vegas - Vancouver, Edmonton, Calgary, Winnipeg and Vancouver Food drink and fine propaganda since 1997 (Calgary) Services 
www.warmsandvillas.com ww eSs.ca 

Private resort in Palm Springs - clothing optional Bars and Clubs Skin rejuvenation - laser hair removal (Calgary) 


http://ww ay www.akrpc.ca 
he only travel agency in Calgary belonging to: IGLTA International Gay and Lesbian 
Travel Association 


wistedelement.ca 


Certified General Accountant (Calgary) 


Calgary’s largest gay nightclub (Calgary) 


dfvr.com W sino.com hy digita a - - 
i ; phic design - website design - writing - copy editing (Calgary) 
Stunning views / desert modern Calgary’s newest casino and show lounge 


www.weddingmyway.com 


| would be honoured to serve as your Wedding Officiant (Calgary) 


om 


Inn, Restaurant, Casino and Show lounge (Calgary) 


www.out-é i1tures.com 

Get OUT and experience the real world. Small groups. Seven continents. Gay travel 

adventures www. playnightclub. 
Nightclub in Edmonton 


www.blacktiet ng.ca 
Bed & Breakfasts Real Estate Calgary's elite contract bartending service 


www.innonsomerset.com 


ub.ca Rork C 1aw.ca 
Calgary Civil Marriage Centre (Same-Sex) 


Discover the comfort of the Inn on Somerset (Ottawa) gue ° ¢ WRARAL EA Rae cain 
Private River Retreat in west central Alberta. 1-866-382-LAZY me FO urces.Ccol 


-LaLc ca ee a cainnbell A resource for improvisational books 


; sees 7 axwellre y ea 
In heart of the Montreal Gay village, an elegant B&B = eee = Pee www.lgbt 
Marnie Campbell - Realtor “Out There With You” (Calgary) WW.IE0) 


WW.aDs: ting.com 


Exceptional fine arts for over 28 years j v ‘ OST oe n ; 
Pam Ann Canadian Tour For discount domains and hosting 


The first gay wedding show in Southwestern Ontario 


Direct customers to your Website for only $12.00 per month. 
Call 1-888-228-1157 
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Outs 3 oO 519 Grand Opening Gala 


March 21 at Four Seasons Hotel 


Peeeecerervesccceseserccsoeooere 


Salah Bachir, 
Co-Chair of the 
evening and 


the Capita 
Campaign 


Dire minion Institute, 
Michael Liebrock, Consultant, The Boston Consulting Group, 
Serge Vitale, Owner of the restaungpts Sweet Lulu an 
Ben Smith, Executive Vice-President CCO at Air Canada. 


Polaroids Exhibit 


at Art Gallery of Alberta 


Mathieu Chantelois, 

OUTtv host, Co-Chair of 

the Gala and Chair of 

The 519 with his husband, 

Marcelo Wiuckstern-Gomez, 

Director of Communications, OACAS. 


Photos courtesy of Spenser Xiong 
asia PE : For more information on this event: http:/outlooksmagazine.blogspot.com 
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; February 22 at The Backlot 
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Vancouver Men in Leather Wood 
March 13 at.Numbers 


Planning an event in Vancouver? Contact Barry at 604.685.1377 and he'll see about covering it 
in Out & About. Photos by: Barry Piersdorff 
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February 21 at the Eagle 


PJ Suspesion 
March 14 at Pumpjack 


February 28 at Hillhurst 
Sunnyside Community Centre 
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Kara, Sue and Vero 


Planning an event in Calgary? Contact Perry at pmah@outlooks.ca 
and he'll see about covering it in Out & About. 
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interests, in Vancouver/Victoria area seriously into Master/slave scene, seeks slave . 
aged 18-29 prepared to move from fantasy to reality. to Advertise 
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Resorts and B&Bs - USA Natural Hoof Care 
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in a premiere nightclub? GREAT for your Horse 
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PUERTO VALLARTA MEXICO or Toll Free 1-866-336-9998 created you gay. 
Boana-Torre Malibu / Condo Hotel, Amapas 325, Puerto Vallarta, Jalisco, Mexico. _ 

Tel/fax: 011 52 (322) 222-6695, tel:01.1 52 (322) 222-0999. www.boana.net MEM UMTS SCUSI a, www.createdgay.com 
boana@pvnet.com.mx One block from gay beach. Each unit has one bedroom, WE ALSO DO GROUPS! -02: www.lazymcanada.com 
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PRENT YOUR 
SFANTASY. 


a 


_lhousands of escorts and masseurs 
across Canada and Worldwide. 


100% free to browse. 
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Free one month trial escort ad 


MONEY CAN’T BUY YOU LOVE, 
se promo code: 
BUT THE REST IS NEGOTIABLE... Use promo code; REUUNSEE 


APRIL 


April gets a bee in her bonnet as retrograde Venus falls 
back and squares retrograde Pluto. But hold off on any 
over-reaction unless you want to get stung. We move fast 


and furiously based on mere emotions. Don’t make 
Changes you can’t keep. 


ARIES (MARCH 21 - APRIL 20) 
You want recognition NOW. And you are prepared to make threats if you don’t get 
what you want. After all, you’ve worked very hard and have shown the bosses that 
you are not afraid to take on more and more responsibility. It all sounds reasonable 
and logical ... only to you. Gay Rams need to learn to count to ten before they bleat 
their wants. Okay, make it twenty. 


TAURUS (APRIL 21 - MAY 21) 

While April sounds like the perfect month to plan your perfect getaway, there are 
things moving behind the scenes that can scuttle all perfect plans. Maybe your budget 
shrinks or your travel mate bails out. Don’t over-react. This is not to say that you 
shouldn’t travel now. However, you should remain flexible and full of good humor 
about any outcome. Uh oh. 


GEIVIIN! (MAY 22 - JUNE 21) 

Pink Twins may undergo some transformations in certain partnerships. Things may 
reach a fevered pitch should a disagreement occur. Tone it down and try to find 
common ground this April before well meaning pals join in on the act. If you are on 
the prowl, these same friends may try to play matchmaker. Remain full of good humor 
and see whom they unearth for you. 


CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23) 

Partners may begin to feel ignored as your job heats up this April and draws your 
attention away from domesticity. Gay Crabs might feel torn between home and office. 
Try to remain calm and in harmony. There may be work projects that you can defer or 
delegate. If you are trawling for a catch, you might snare one in an unexpected venue. 
So act surprised! 


LEO (JULY 24 - AUGUST 23) 

Proud Lions would do well to seek calming environments and serene company. April 
helps you release the stresses and strains of everyday life so you can better focus on 
the big picture and make solid future plans. Check out a local spa or find time to 
decompress at the health club. Every good effort will pay off. It is never too early to 
prepare for cruise season. 


VIRGO (AUGUST 24 - SEPTEMBER 23) 

April delivers fun, frolic and lots of exotic stimuli. You have ample charisma and can 
attract anyone you desire. How to choose? How to choose? Will you be able to handle 
everything that life has to offer? You should certainly try. Queer Virgins will burn their 
candle at both ends all through the month. This makes for a very short wick. But who 
cares? 
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LIBRA (SEPTEMBER 24 - OCTOBER 2 
Expect your home life to be in a bit of an 
upend or otherwise change your status quo. Pt as strive for harmony but as 
much as you may try, things may still feel skewed balanced. Maybe there is a 
lesson to be learned in all of this? Whatever the cosmos is trying to tell you, anticipate 
this shift and maintain focus. 


SCORPI|O (OCTOBER 24 - NOVEMBER 22) 

It may be tiring to have to keep explaining yourself to those that do not understand. 
Queer Scorps are quick studies—often quicker and sharper than most. They can 
plan ahead and see events before they fully unfold. Others are not as strategic but 
you still need them on your side so exert extreme patience this April and do what you 
need to do to make yourself understood. Err, yell? 


ertain relationships intrude, 


SAGITTARIUS (NOVEMBER 23 - DECEMBER 22) 

Life must seem like one big party fest this April and why not? Gay Archers are let off 
their leash and are ready and raring to party down. But there is a price to pay for all 
this frivolity. Watch your purchasing power decline as the weeks progress. Alternatively, 
you can decide to carefully manage your loot while still enjoying yourself. We can 
only hope. 


CAPRICORN (DECEMBER 23 - JANUARY 20) 

Take the advice of well-meaning relatives and find ways of sprucing up your 
appearance. Pink Caps find that they can better advance their personal agendas by 
improving their overall package. Be careful of overdoing in the “sell” now. Hone your 
presentation skills and modify (tone down!) your sales pitch. Before you know it, you 
will sell anyone on anything. Oh dear. 


AQUARIUS (JANUARY 21 - FEBRUARY 19) 

Aqueerians think that they know just what to say to put folks at ease and make them 
putty. Your instinctive ideas may miss the mark this April because you are trying too 
hard to please. The more you try, the harder it is to convince the fence sitters. Keeping 
just a little bit above the crowd may make you more attractive and compelling. Cool 
is hot ... or something like that. 


PISCES (FEBRUARY 20 - MARCH 20) 
Friendships have a price tag and may cost much more than they are worth now. 
Guppies find that a friend in need is a pest. Not only do you find them a bottomless 
pit of need, you also may find that they drag you down the well with them—should 
you allow it. There are ways to help without hurting your bottom line. Good advice is 
worth its weight in gold. Or so | am told. 


Lichtenstein’s blog www.thestarryeye.typepad.com covers everything new age. 


Her astrology book HerScopes: A Guide To Astrology For Lesbians is an international sensation. Buy it and feel the vibration! 
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Real Life 


Vovies 


Trembling Before G_d 
Strange Fruit 

Saving Face 

The Journey 
Gasoline 

Girl King 

Stealth 

Go West 
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